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What President "iVtt.sqr- - suggests
fci the statesmen of the belligerent
Jliwers Is u tusk of definition. Ho
cutesorlenlly denies Hint lie proiwscs
H'uw. lie does not offer niedlutlpn.

Ho nsks for formal disclosures of
nntloniil aspirations n ml rnrltil s.

The limitations lie Imposes
on hi present project he makes
beyond tho possibility of misconstrue-tlon- .

It Is not how pouce innr be
attained, but why war Is mnintnlned,
that rnirnRes his Immediate Interest.

The Importance of the explanations
ha seeks Is obvious. Their bearing
on the tluratlon of the war und on
the ultimate terms of iience would be
of major consequence. Yet thin does
not measure the significance to the
United States of the scheme of world
politics which Influence the note pub-

lished this morning.
Hy Its terinsand explicit declarations

the President makes plnln his Inten-

tion to labor for the creation of post-liellu-

conditions that In Interna-
tional transactions will obligate this
country In a manner it has hitherto
scrupulously avoided. This project
la not new to Mr. Wilson. He has

.frequently declared that In the pres-

ervation of world peace we must
hereafter play a part unlike that
which has been ours In the past.
That declaration Is now emlmdled In

nn ofllclal document conceived under
the gravest circumstances and given
to the world In the most Impressive
form.

Serious ns Is the President's aim
with respect of the conflict now dev-

astating the world, It Is to America
less momentous than the chnnge In
our historical attitude toward foreign
affairs that may eventually How from
Us development.

Ileroln.
The announcement that the United

Stntes Public Health Service has or-

dered Its large corps of physicians to
discontinue the prescribing of heroin
nnd to ret tu n to Its headquarters all
the supplies of this drug on hand is
gratifying conilrmntlou of the atti-

tude of Tin: Sr.N on the nintlerof the
heroin habit. Three weeks ago we
expressed cordial approval of the
resolutions adopted by the Committee
on Inr,' Addiction of the National
Committee on Prison, recommending
Federal legislation to alsillsh the

Ion. sale and manufacture of
heroin In this country. It wns shown
thnt this drug Is not so Indispensable
In the practice of medicine that Its
place may not be readily takeu by
other drugs less menacing to health
find life, and not nt all likely to lead
to unwarranted ami excessive use. As
it habit heroin addiction has Ix-e-

proved au avenue to vice and crime.
Credit Is due to the Committee on

Drug Addiction for having adopted the
well grounded view of one of Its
members, Stores
of the navy, who had I seen enabled
through Hie generosity of Mrs. Hki.en
HAnrt.KY Jen kink to pursue studies on
this subject, in the city inebriate farm,
which tlie scant appropriation of the
city authorities had made Impossible
hitherto. Dr. Stokfh has ascertained
that most of the heroin addicts were
between the nges of nnd 2." ann
that usually the habit was acquired
through the malign Influence of the
"gang," that (how boys were mostly
potential criminals because, their earn-
ing capacity being poor, they are under-
nourished and crave the drug In

s until their capacity
for obtaining it Is out of proportion to
the Inexorable demand of their sys-
tems, The most Important finding,
however, was that !Mi r cent, of thp
addicts committed to the Warwick
Inebriate Pann are heroin takers, and
that a method of managing these caca
without violent medication under
strict discipline, mental anil hygienic
measures, A.c, had brought about tho
cure of about 04 per cent., lis recorded
in the courts. According to Dr.
Stokes's own record, made after trac-
ing the addicts by volunteer nnd ofll-xl-

social helpers, t lie successful cases
numbered (10 tier cent. Three hundred
In the city of nil kinds of addicts were
treated ut the City Kami In four
months. The method of Dr. Stokes
does not Involve keepers, former ad-

dicts do most of the nursing and
watching, nor the ngoiihslug distress
hi commonly depicted. After three
Teeks deprivation of the drug, with
proper exercise, diet and environment,
these unfortunate nre said to have
vegulucd their lost weight, but they
nre not allowed to leave until they
hava established their claim to free-
dom In tho "Tollers Club," which has

part In the government of the colony
and In the discipline of Its member.
The fnct that there wan not one es-

cape In eight months despite the ab-

sence of guards testifies to the value
of the community spirit established
nnrt fosteredhy Dr. Stokes, which Is

doubtless reenforced by the prospect
of the three years Imprisonment to
which n previously escniieil addict had
been sentenced by the Court of Gen-
eral Sessions. ,

Dr. Stokks divides the manage-
ment Into three zone: Unit, the col-

lection zone, which Is taken care of by
the city offices of the Committee on
Drug Addiction and the city hospital
where they are entered: second, the
remedial zone at Warwick ; third, the
tllsttosal zone, which Is not receiving
sufficient attention, hut demands more
parole officers. The full report of Dr.
Stokes will probably serve to crentc
n less pessimistic and growsomc view
of the drug habit problem than the
press has recently depleted, nnd It
should encourage n large Increase of
the facilities of the City Farm at
Warwick, In which, owing to Insuff-
icient funds, the flnnnclnl assistance of
Mrs. Jenkins enabled Dr. Stokes to
accomplish marvellous results, re-
ported by him.

If In addition to these Increased
facilities for treatment n sufficient
number of parole officers weri en-

gaged to follow the addicts after e

and return them on the tlrst
relapse the drug habit problem would
bo more successfully coped with than
It has been hitherto.

The fact that the United States
Public Health Service has banned
heroin nnd that probably the army
and navy will follow this course mny
Induce Congress to enact the law
urged by the Committee on Drug Ad-

diction of the National Prison Com-
mittee for the total abolition of the
use of heroin.

Caplala Blalkle Not to Die.
Captain CliAtl.cs A. I'byatt of the

Itrussels nnd Captain James Mi.aikik
of the Caledonia both tried to ram
nnd sink German submarines and
failed In their purKse. The Hrusxels
escaped, but on n later voyage she was
Intercepted by tlestroyers and taken ns
a prize Into Zeebmgge. After trav-
esty of a court-marti- at Uruges Cap-
tain Fry att was condemned and exe-
cuted lieeniife. to quote from the Ger-
man ofllclal report, "although he was
not n member of n combatant force he
made mi attempt on the afternoon of
March . mi 3. to ram the U-- near
the Ma as Lightship." ,

The Caledonia was itiuk by the o

that Captain Dlaikie failed to
ram. nnd he fell Into the hands of the
Germans. Fears that be would share
Fbyatt's fnte have been dissipated by
an assurance made to the American
Kmbassy at Merlin that Captain Hi.ai-ki- e

would be held nnd treated as a
prisoner of war, because the German
decision Is thnt the Caledonia, as a
ship chartered hy the Ilrltish Govern-
ment, was an nrme.l cruiser, and that
In attempting to ram the submarine
Hi.aikik was exercising a right of

Hut If the Caledonia, which
carried a gun, hud not lecn under
charter to the Hrltlsb Government.
Captain Bi.aikii: could have claimed
protection under this apendlx, dated
June 22, 10H, to the German prize
regulations: "If an nrme.l enemy
merchnnt vessel Offers armed resist-
ance to the right of visit, search and
capture the crew are to
treated ns prisoners of war."

The presumption Is that the Im-

perial Government was gltul to avail
Itself of any optsirtuulty to avoid tak-
ing the life of Captain Hi.aikik. the
moral sentiment of the world having
entere.l Its protest against the execu-
tion of Fuyatt. The weight of Inter-
national precedents mndo It utterly
Indefensible. Dr. Hans Weiwkrg, a
learned German nuthorlty. In his book
"Dns Keekrlegsrecht," published since
the outbreak of the war. declare that
"the enemy merchant ship has the
right of defence against an enemy at-

tack, nnd this right she can exerel.i-agaln- st

visit, for this is Indeed the
tlrst act of capture." While the Im-

perial Government In a memorandum
to neutral Powers on February 10,
IMC, took o contrary view. It never-
theless proclaimed h purpose to treat
the crews of such ships as belliger-
ents. Captain Fryatt was shot as a
franc-tlreu- r early In the previous year.
Germany knows thnt she sinned
against the light. The atrocity will
not bo repented.

What Docs Odcll Hay?
As disclosed to the public, the plan

for the employment of a fin.ono n
year business manager to preside owr
the affairs of the Itcpiihllcan State
Committee contemplates the retention
In the hands of the Governor of

power In the adjustment of
that body's policy and the direction
of Its labors.1

Thus the Governor Is to be the
actual head of the committee, the
business munnger being to nil intents
and purposes his agent.

The scheme of centralization is in-

teresting; It will lie 'discussed care-
fully; and we should like to know
what Henjamin H. Odkm. of New-burg-

who wns once Governor and
State Chalrmnn at tho same time,
would say about It.

Governor Oum, Is a very Interest-
ing conversationalist.

A Mcatleti Thursday In Ireland?
The suggestion that Thursday be

designated ns a meatless day In the
Hrltlsb Iles nroiwes In Ireland a pro-

test which might have lice expected.
Three-quarter- s of the imputation of
Ireland abstains from meat every Fri-
day for religious reasons. To make
Thursday meatiest would lie to ask
the Human Catholics of Ireland to ab-

stain two days In succession. Indeed,
the rule would mean more sacrlllce
than thnt, for In Lent all Wednesdays
and Fridays are uow meatless, and so

are two of the Saturdays. In Einber
weeks n meatless Thursday would
keep flesh from the Catholic's table
from Tuesday until Sunday., in the
week of Hogatlon Days he would ab-

stain from Sunday to Saturdsy. In
Advent he would have no meat from
Tuesday to Saturday.

Thursday Is one of the weekdays
upon which the church law of

falls most Infrequently. In
Holy Week, nnd on some vigils. Thurs-
day Is meatless In Ireland, hut In the
main It t ns free ns Monday. The
protest of the Irish Catholics Is likely
to be that, so far ns nntlonal economy
goes, they have n meatless day every
week; and If the Government must
discipline them with another It should
be sepnrntcd from the religious day
of abstinence by ut least one day
when meat may be eaten.

Wednesday, from the Irish jwlnt of
view, might lie preferred, as It Is so
often u fust day.

An Inland Submarine.
The porklest 1)111 ever put before

Congress Is now iendlng. A good
many of the rural Congressmen are
not only bent uon bringlug home the
bacon but tire resofved to rejoice their
constituents with the finest strips of
fat. A streak o fat for the hill town,
a streak o lean for the city, seems to
be the prescription most favored. A
line sample of the fat Is to go to the
town of Hazard. Kentucky. If Itepre- -

sentatlve John Wesley I.anoi.ey can
compass It. Pork knows no party. Mr.
I.amh.ey Is n Ilepubllcnn.

The population of Hnzard Is KlV.'

Yearly ost officii receipts nre under
$.'.000. Itental of the present post
office quarters Is 2.V) a year. The
public building bill would appropriate
H0.000 for a Government building
which would require ijCI.SOO n year for
maintenance.

We hnve never Ikmmi nble to compre
hend the passion for resplendent ost
offices. If the money were for schools
or for the supimrt of teachers a cer
tain luvlfhuess with It would be un
derstandable. Hut the school district
pays for the schoolhousc and iwys the
teacher we wonder how much she
gets In Hazard. Whereas the two cent
stsm of the city dwellers pay for
the marble corridors of Government
buildings In Hazards from Maine to
California.

Now It Is possible that tlie people of
Hazard do not quite realize that this
country needs guns nnd battlehlps.
rliey nre not on the scaconst. With
good reason they feel tolerably secure.
Hut n number of settlements whose
wealth would make possible their Gov
ernment building have not the mine
comfortable sense of safetv. Isn't
any reasonable compromise isisslble?
rerhaps for 20,(sj Hazard could have
a thoroughly adequate Government
building, serviceable, stiMautlul nnd
dignified If not showy. The other
?20nio might go to buy a piece of ttr- -

tlllery or some smokeless powder. In
the same public building bill which
favors Hazard there are plump sums
to erect buildings or buy sites In six-

teen North Carolina and twenty-on- e

Missouri villages. If all those and
Hazard were to halve the money de
signed for them they could pay for n
submarine, which might lie christened
the UtnscltWil ft.

America's Most Famous Meal.
An evidently earnest delver Into the

past sends to us this query:
"To tiik Koitor of Tin: Stw sir:

What was the moet noteworthy meal
In American history? J. O. S.

".Vrw Yoiii:, December 10."

Some might say that the snack en-

joyed by Coi.i'Miifs on the beach of
San Salvador was the most Inqior-tau- t,

as being our tlrst International
fil ial function. It could 1e urged that
the square meal which John Smith
wheedled from the Indians for his
Marvlng colonists was Important, but
the colony eventually went to the bad.
In the story of the ltcvolutlon food
Is conspicuous hy Its scarcity. We
see hundreds of houses where Wash- -

noton made his headquarters and
thousands where he slept, but few of
which It is boasted that he waxed fat
therein. Nothing but tea was served
at the Hohtoii party. Old history
shies from tho dining table. A hero
eniinnt be pictured ns springing up
from his soup, blotting his mustache
and seizing his sword. Possibly He- -

verb carried a piece of pie from the
Iioiiso when he went to get his horse,
but it mustn't be said. It Is In com-

paratively recent history thnt we
must find an answer to "J. O. S." nnd
sieak of u meal which Is famous be-

cause It once appeared to have been
served earlier than was natural. The
reason for the hour nt which tills
breakfast was enjoyed may be found
In the autobiography of the Admiral
of the Navy, Gi:oum: Dewey, who
touches ujMin the popular belief that
Ills Meet withdrew from the bnttle
line In Manila Hay because the break
fast hour had come.

In the tlrst hour of May 1, IHIS. the
fleet entered the lmy under n brief and
hnrmless lire from the Smnlsh shore
butteries. Once In the bay the squad-
ron reduced Its speed to four knots
and the men were ullowed to sleep
beside their guns. At 4 A. M, coffee
was served to them. At 5:05 three
Manila batteries opened fire, but
Dewky did not let his fleet waste
ammunition on them. Ho was after
Montojo's fleet; that destroyed, the
city would be his. At n:0C A. M. the
Spanish ships were seen In front of
Cnvlte nnd ut .1:1.1 o'clock the Span-
ish squadron nHnetl fire. At 1M0
Dewey turned to the Captain of the
Olymplu and said :

"Tou may nre when you ire ready,
CltinLiT."

G Rini.EY went to the conning tower,
Drwr.Y stayed on the bridge. An
8 inch on the forward turret of the
flagship oiieued the bull. After thu

THE .SUN, THURSDAY, DECEMBER 21, 1912.

fight bad gone nearly two hours Cap-
tain Gridley told the Admiral that the
Olympla had remaining only fifteen
rounds per gun for the 5 Inch battery.
Dewey Is frank about his feelings:

"It Was a most anxious moment for
me. Su far I could aee, the Spanish
squadron was as Intact as ours. I had
reason to Mlm that their supply of
ammanltlan was as ample as our was
timltsd."

As a matter of fact, "victory wna al-

ready ours, although we did not know
It." Behind the smoke the Spanish
fleet was a wreck, Montojo's flagship
a shambles. This Dewey perceived as
be was steaming out of range; and
then came the news that. Instead of
hating left only fifteen rounds, the
Oiympla's .1 Inch guns had fired only
that number. Heuce the signal for
the famous mcnl :

confident of ths outcome, I
now signalled that the crews, who had
had only a cup of coffee at 4 A. M.,
should have their breakfait. The public
at home, on account of this signal, to
which waa attributed a nonchalance that
tiad never occurred to me, reasoned that
breakfast was the 'real reason for our
withdrawing from action."

It takea a brave man to go out of bis
way to declare thnt he was not non
chalant, but nervous: therefore Dewey
does It. Hut nobody will regret that
the boys had tbelr breakfast early,
whatever the cause. .They had done i

large morning's work.

Can't Uncle Sam bang up some let-
ter boxes for Santa Clavs?

The Ixmrlon Timet uses a new word.
"profiteering." It Is employed to de
scribe that which Llotd George desig-
nated In his 'speech as "unfair profit
taking out of the war." NoRTitctirra
seta the Prime Minister a lesson In
economy. The new term Is an Im- -
provement upon Plunkitt'h "honest
graft."

The curse Is the "curse of Heaven"
but the voice Is the voice of Count
ZL' Hrasntlow.

And now the Federation of Labor
says that It "didn't ask for the Adam- -
son law." It didn't. It demanded It.
at the point of a gun. The brother
hoods defied the Constitution In be
half of the bill nnd now they are In-

voking that same Constitution to take
the punch out of It. The Adamsou
measure, fraudulent on Its face. Is now
denounced both by its former oppo
nents and by Its former advocates. The
votes that It won for Mr. Wilson at
the recent election will be always an
unhappy memory to their recipient.

I

The members of the House of Itep-- ,
resentatlven are not the only persons i

who will experience the effects of too j

much pork.

The sudden rush to discover I.n.mi
must astonish the Talmudlcts and also
the poets who have sung of her these
many years. .The popular mind, how-- j

ever, does not picture Dkelzebi'b an the (

lady's iwcond liuskind. Ho is remem
bered rather as the Von Hissing of
I.i'ctrEii. i

Boston has contributed to national
preparedness her decision, recorded
at the polls on Tuesday, not to abolish
tho Ancient and Honorable Artillery.

Who will serve the egg Injunction'
on tlie hen?

SIDEWALKS TOO CLEAN?

When the Snow All tion to the
Gstter TrsMc Is (logged.

To the Ehitor or Tin: Sun Sir: As
an Interested observer for some er
of tratnc condition In New York mid
more pal tiriilorly h.iWnr, noied the

degrees of mrutynl of trurtle us
the result of enow fall, I have come to

Ithe conclusion that one element la con-
nection with Know removal Is ie4oii-il-til- e

for nio't of the trouble that always
ensues ufter a downfall, This trouble
has to do with the scraplnc off of side
walks. Ah at present practised, the full
width Is cleaned and all shovelled Into
the roadway. This naturally stops the
uso of the roadway adjacent to the
curb, thereby preventing vehicles from
occupylna this space and consequently
restricting the available width.

The remedy suggested Is to compel all
owners or tenants of property to clean
only two-thir- of the sidewalk adjacent
to the building line and pile this ma-
terial on the lemalnlng one-thir- d next
to the curb, provlillns an openlns
through this mound opposite entrances
to bulldlnSB. These openlnss would
also sere as drains for mcltlm snow
to reach the gutter. It Is plain that the
roadway will then contain only the
snow thnt hu fallen ttereon nnd nil
parts of Its width are equally available
to vehicular traffic. This method would
worlc ell also where trolley tracks
occupy part of the rondtvay. The
amount of snow brushed nslds by snow
plouxhs or sweepers Is rarely of suffi-
cient quantity to prevent the re-

mainder of the roadway from being
used by vehicles, provided the snow
from sidewalks Is kept off. This effect
can be noticed where owners ut varaut
bulldlnss have failed to clear sway snow
on sidewalks promptly. This method
would help exceedingly on Fifth avenue,
enabling the roadway cleaners to pile
up snow more promptly In the middle
of drive for carting away, resulting In
smaller amount to handle nt once.

In all cases It Is assumed that In the
general cleaning up after the roadiwiys
would come the mounds on sidewalks.
With few exceptions It Is patent that
in all streets, both burlncss and resi-
dential. It s of greater Importance to
keep the loadways entirely clear than
the sidewalks. To bring about the carry
ing out of this scheme would call for
absolute working harmony between police
and ntreet cleaning departments, the
task of notifying all tenants and own
ers falling to the former. This could
best be accomplished by use of printed
cards which would be properly deliv-
ered by policemen. Carl K, I'ki.j.

Member American Hoclcty of Civil
Engineers.

Nsw York, December 19.

Wbea Van Teek Her Skating.
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THE NEW SINO SING.

Shall It Follow the System of the Oil
Paaltlte Iastltatloa?

To tub Editor or Tub Butt Sir: The
people of the State of New York are
deeply Interested In the question as to
whether the new administration at
Sing Blng will continue tho self-gove-

ing system of Mr. Osborne or whether
It will relapse Into the old fashioned
repressive system of which Clinton
prison In this State furnishes a typical
example.

A deep spiritual gulf separates these
two systems. The old system alms to
punish men for crime, with the supposed
corollary that the punishment Improves
the character of the men nnd deters
others from crime. Clinton Prison Is a
particularly bad type of prison In that
It ha always been the "punishment
prison" of the State, which has carried
with It the tacit permission to use
upon the many difficult cases sent there
from other prisons more severe meas-
ures than those In use elsewhere.

When punishment Is aimed nt In any
prison wo may rest nrsured that cruelty
Is achieved. The foundation of the
old system is to retard Inmates as
criminals nnd not as men. Such a sys-
tem Is dominated by fear, lives over a
powder magazine of smouldering resent-
ment and alms to keep Itself safe by
brutal punishments which frighten the
mass of the inmates into sullen
acquiescence. It Is true that torture In
prisons Is disappearing under public
opinion, but the spirit of the adminis-
tration Is the same, under which Ita
full duty Is held to be the keeping of
the InmatcH closely locked up even
though this crushing process discharges
from prisons wrecks Instead of men.
This spirit of official contempt. Indif-
ference and biulallty breeds among the
men a spirit of hatred and n determi-
nation to "get een" with society when
released, which Is strengthened by
their reallilng the crime which society
has committed ogalnrt them.

On the economic side Mr. William
Dean Hon ells bus pointed out chat
where a man steals a small sum of
money and the State steals his labor
for a long term of years, theft for

the man It the small tlilef nnd
the Stale Is the hlc thief. The State
commits a crime against Its Imprisoned
wards when It houses them for years in
small, damp. Mono cells with tubercu-
losis and chronic theunmtl.ini resulting,
when It no represses them that many
bo Insane, and when It neglects to furnish
moral education and stimulus.

The new sjstem approaches the prison
problem from tho standpoint of pity, not
of hate; pity for the men born with
mental defects, for the men raised In
foul environments without education Jn
right things, scarred and seamed by
dissipation and disease, untrained and
unable to comte In the industrial

The new system, without
the sliclilcst nlm at punUhnient. faces
the problem how to build up these men
physically, mentally nnd morally so
that they can go stralsht when they
return to society. This Is the only de-

fensible aim of prisons and the only
wsy In which society can be protected.
Certainly the old sjstem Is an abject
failure, under which the stream of

convicts returns by thousands
annually to prey upon society by prac-
tising the only profession they know,
lining no Intluenre during their prison
terms in make them want anything
different.

Mr. OhIkuiio Ii.im his system on Mr J

Gladstone1 dictum that "It Is only
liberty that tits men for tlbeity. It Is
dlltUiilt to th I nl of any more dlscoui-agin- g

Held in which to Institute any
measure of liberty thnn the walled con-
fines of a prison, but It was In Auburn
and Sin? Hlni that prison

nun started,
Tl

Its scoh. depended for Hm stu--
CCSS linnn .1 NtltltcltMit immml ,tf Mf.
contrrl to take the place of the dciplln-- 1

ry lepresslon from above. The first
slip In Auburn Prison whs to rut down ,

the Ions hours In the cells and permit
the men to meet In the chape) or In the '

'

ard under mijioi vision of their own
electcit olttrers. It Is sUnlflcant that
while 124 men went insane in New Vmk ,

'Slate's prisons In Ibe flscul year 1M.1
only sixty-on- e became insane In 19H.I
the cjr this system was started,
forty-tl- e In 1!'1. anil forty-si- x in HMfi,
when the outdoor system was tui tner
developed and extended.

In place of discipline enfoiced by
punishment, stress l. laid upon prlvi- - j

Irses for sood conduct, and. In particu-
lar, new Interests, ambitious and hopes
arc furnished to the men to leplace the
broodlngs of the past. In n word, the
one aim l a change of heart in the
men. It Is true that till the men do
not leepond; some are mentally In

capable, others are hardened by long j

prison terms, but no such piopoitlon of
men who want to to strals' t "ins ever I

come out of New York State's prisons I

ns has left Hint; Slmr In the past c.tr.
The extension of Mr. Osborne's woik I

outside of the prison Is only lew Im-- 1

I wit unt than that within, In maltlus the
public icallic that prlsoncts aie still '

men, many of whom aie capable of
holiest work and deserve u chance to
rehabilitate themselves, so that moie
and more business men are now willing
to give such men positions.

Is the new system at Sing Sins to be
so modified that the prin-
ciples will be lost? Shall the stream of
thousands of men annually tetumlns
from prisons to society In New York
Stnte be ns In former days the semblance
of men only, with deadened minds and
hardened souls, or shall they be men
who have been ph'slcally and mentally
healed nnd morally Inspired" The old
sjstem Is not punishment but revenge,
ami Is too baft- - a tliliot for this civilized
State to continue, Ph'slcal equipment
for medical attention and education Is
fundamental, vocational nnd linlustil.il
training are vital, but, these will largely
fall unless u spirit of moral Inspiration
dominates the administration,

The old style prison was a place of
torment for lost souls. The new stylo
prison Is 11 hospital, a school and a be,
ginning of hope for futuie citizens.
Which shall the new Slug Sing be?

it. M. limn,
Member of Slate Commission of Prisons.

Nsw York, December SO,

The Whittling Judge ( Alabama.
from ( flfrmliip'fliii Irign.

'I have heard of ' hlttlert' and have
seen a few In my day, but the moat con
sistent "w hllller' within the runs of my
memory was Judge Samuel Henry Sprott
of Tuscaloosa, who whittling proclivi-
ties nhlle on the bench made him known
throughout Alabama," said John V,

"He also wai known widely for hla
great knowledge of law and the admlnls.
terlng of It, I well remember thnt when- -

ev'tr and wherever Judge Sprott was huld- -

Ing court, alwaya there would be two or
three long, clear strips nf white pine rett-
ing on the deak beside him, anil when he
started on a caie ho alto would atari whit
tling. The mora Intareitad lie became In
the arguments of the lawyera tha faster
be would whittle. It was very Inttrtit-In- a

to watrli lilm wield the knife, and
whittling appeared to be almoat second
nature to him." r

THE OFFER OF PEACE.

An Argameat That It Mast Come
From a Gorerament ef the People,

To tub Editor or Tub Sun 8lr: reace
Is offered to the world I A peace the
completed stipulations of which are to
be signed and guaranteed by the very
men who described and treated the
treaty with Belgium as "a scrap of
paper," by the very men who from the
outset of this war to the present time
have trampled upon every neutral right
and disregarded every International and
humanitarian obligation I

la It not apparent to the German peo
ple that they must choose other advo
cates nnd representatives before the
tribunal of the world ; that no nation,
Power or man, belligerent or neutral,
can with any deal with or
aid In negotiations or mediation with
the Central Empires, the very men who
atand convicted by their own words and
deeds of the most deliberate disregard
of their most solemn obligations?

Of what use another pact with the
Hohenzollern despotic tribe and Its Ilk,
with Prussian Junkertum and milita-
rism, signed hy a subservient Von

who glories In sharing
his master's belief that "the end justi-
fies the means"?

Have the German people tost all sense
of humor? If you want peace, the tast
ing peace we all want, "wash your sins.
not only your face," establish first a
government of your people and by your
people which may become the real
guarantor of any arrangements you
stipulate with jour neighbors. Or must
nc assume In your case the truth of
the saying that "peoples have only the
government which they dttservo"?

Alsacr.
IIohokl's, N. J December ID.

UNCENSORED DRAMAS.

Should OHclaMom Protect the' Feelings
of Friendly Powers I

To tiik Editor or Tub BcNh'fr. I
saw last night a theatrical sketch having
to do with .la pan In an ostensible effoit
to show a plot for the destruction of nil
t'nlted States warships nnd their crews.
As a playlet It was n Joke, but In the
connict between United States secret ser-
vice and the Japanese too many unpleas-
ant expressions were used reflecting
upon th Japanese. It was watched
with curiosity by the audience, not en-

thusiasm, and I gathered the lrrvrt'?elon
that many there felt ns I do. The play-
let Is a gratuitous Insult to n friendly
Power, and Its continuation may cause
very unpleasnnt feelings. Why not have
the powers that rule pn irpon a play
like this before It is permlttel to do real
harm? C. I... C.

.New York, December M.

TALKING BY CABLE.

An Account of Kxperlmcnl With a
Submarine Telephone.

To the ICditor or The Sun sir: Thete
appeared In your editorial columns an
editorial article headed "Making the Ca-

bles Speak" widen had reference to a
new discovery of I.leutenant-Colon-

George O. Squler of a means for re-

ceiving cable messages audibly. In this
editorial article you comment upon the
fact that although rapid strides have
been made by rcleuce In alt other fields,
for the last sixty years the ocean tele-
graph has remained dumb.

1 desire to call our attention to the
fact that early In 1S1.., over the same
Government oa"le tu Alaska upon
which the Squler discovery was tested,
under the supervision of ofllceis of the
I'nltcl States Signal Corps test" of 'the
Musso system of submarine telephon)
wcie conducted.

An extrart from the teport of Lieu-
tenant Dougherty to the War Depart-
ment Is as followr :

He llir Jluull wo In talking
oer ih e Itlaml C4tl tn
bnth Cordova and Snard. a of
110 and 1T0 knot- - rerctlvel Tii operd-to- r

at Cordova cl.llm- - that the ,.. was
clear hiiJ distinct. Attention !

rs'led tn t!)s tact th.it 1:1, rul.l- - SHarl
h is an reinUn of .."..". una.

i"'l thsre are knnn 11 to t, r.iult in It.

I'uttber quoting from the repot 1

Thr experiment' re mini- - In tsikinr
over the land line 11 raltliitikM. Tir iluy

ould liy no means be rotisldrred a fo.id
telephone line It hi4 about tnp mite of
burlel deep sei ain- - Thompson
I'a to contend utth. l.lke-vl- e about six
miles of No. 13 steel Mrs, the renulnJer
of the line belnz No, t 11, I. re. At
lent one mile of till- - line w.n at that
time hurled in rniw It Is considered re
markuble that his voice coulj be tot
through In cood shap to I'alrlunk-- , a e

of S73 miles. The chief operator at
could dltlnsul-- h our "ord-liU'.u-

although h stated, not -- 3 p'alnly
.u In the ordinary long distance telephones
on standard systems In the States,

It wilt be icadlly seen, therefore, that
what hss hitherto been considered

has now been accomplished and
that by the Musso system telephone con-
versation over submarine cable has been
accomplished over 3T5 miles.

In addition, by this system It has been
possible to speak over au .ullllrlal

cable equivalent to S.uno miles In
length of stibnuilne cable, or Il'.nofl
miles In length of ordlimrj telegraph
wire at Musso's laborntor.v In this city,

G sonar. A. Pzr.nis,
Nrw York, December 19,

lmna and lkl.
To mi r.niTns or Tub HrN sir: Vou

better buy a reference hook of lireek and
Norse msthology for use of your para-
graph writer. K. Oiiiomix.

.Nor Yosk, December 20.

Our correspondent clips an edltoilal
paragraph In which he uinlcillnvi the
words "when on his way to the siege of
Troy," following mention of the snake
bite suffered hy Phlloctetes nn the Island
of Leinnos; and a letter to Tur. SfN
with tho headline "Shall We Hauls!)
hold's Arrow','" the mistletoe,

Mr. Gultermsn's readiness to break
,1 spear In behalf of accuracy In cita-
tion of the classics and mthology is
mote commendable than his manner In
the lists. We ahull not tilt with lilm,
but shall quote for his edification from
Harper's "Dlctlonaty of Classical Liter-- I
nture nnd Antiquities": "I'hlloetetes
was lender of seven ships In the expedi-
tion agnlntt Troy: but on the way out
he was bitten by a snake at Imnos, or
the small island of Chryse near I.emnos,
and was abandoned at Lent-lin- n

on the advice of Odysseus," In
llulilncli, Lokl threw the mistletoe twig
at llaldur, and the verb fits a spear
rather than an arrow. In other tellings,
however, lie "made an arrow of mistle-
toe," with which llaldur was shot by
blind Ilodur.

Verbally exact quotations from anclenl
original texts may be Interesting, As
to tho mistletoe. Tits St'N favors the
modern adaptation of Druldlc observ-
ances rather than the old Norse usage,

Te the Keel ef Treubl.
Frm lit gainst CUy Tiaiet.

"Resolved, that gossip has mused more
sorrow than all tha other sins of the
world" waa the question permanently d

at tha Uuckhora Literary a few nights
ago.

ARE THE FARMERS OF GERMANY ABLE
TO FEED THE NATION?

Selentlfle MrtlMtk, Particularly In

f

Tho weak point In the German posi-

tion Is not so much military ss Inter-
national. Germany must have food
and tho people may not enro to run tho
risk of trusting to chemistry to pro-

vide It, At the beginning, when the
Germans were still under tho spelt of
the rush to Paris, tho authorities were
able to demonstrate that no German
need go hungry much longer. A new
turn of the wheel has been made by
tho discovery nt the last moment that
more things go to make up a food sup-
ply thnn a chemist to study It nnd a
public to rend about It, Tho peaco
proposals may Is; due to lack of staples
and agricultural products on the part
of the population,

A most Interesting light has been
thrown both on tha general situation
and tho tactic cf tho Chancellor by
tho reports on tho state of Germany's
crops. We hear that tho crop of wheat
and potatoes Is above the average, and
again that the fields ripening to har-
vest have been slow in their odvanco
this summer and autumn, while hay-
making was protracted to a later date
than usual. One report suggested that
tho German farmer had been handi-
capped by tho want of fertilizer.

Thin question may well be the sub-
ject of any peaco movement, as the
supply of fertilizers lor the soil Is an
essential Issue In deciding the mainte-
nance of food supply for the people,
and transcends all other considera-
tions. A good supply of necessaries
would nlone enable the Germans to
press for better Venditions of peace
when the working or the Government's
food legislation revealed its weaknesses
Htid defects. Any one who knows Ger-
many can sec tlie strong military post-tlo- n

and the weak agricultural one, but
f.w people, ns yet In or out of Germany
know where chances arc lost and what
can be do'nc to tho best advantage.
Agricultural chemistry Is a new
science: Its practical demonstrations
have reached the cyo of the German
farmer through leatlets showing the
way to grow richer crops thnn ho has
previously had. and he Is perhaps the
only man o" his eliiss who is docile
enough to learn these lessons, who
does not put his fullurcs down to the
Inclemency of tho weather or to the
stubbornness of the soil. He Is ably
supported by the syndicates and the
chemists,

A report of the Gennnn potah
syndicate Just published in the Cirmf-en- f

Trade Juurunl shows what the Ger-
mans have been able to do within the
last two years and how they have lieen
able to do It. It was reported at the
recent meeting of the potash syndicate
that as 11 result of extraordinary efforts
It hud been possible ror the syndicate
works to deliver a quantity of pure
potash greater by 230,000 tons In the
first nine months of tho present year
than In the corresponding period of
1913. Tlie Germans have also made
good their loss of about S50.000 tons of
Chilean nitrates. A full nccoun of the
German nitrate Industry, wonderfully
complete considering the difficulty of
obtaining the infm nuttion, has
liul.lNlied in the Mtmitrnr .sVd'iifJ'fr of
October, l!Mrt. - - written by .1 ltu-s::- in

chemist, .M. Paul (.loess, nnd H
certainly the most illuminative thnt
could I 0 wished. It does not Is-n-r out
the report- - of German shortage of
fertilizer. Germany, says M. ('loess,
has been able to prodtuo not only the
lies' fertilizer, but enormous quantities:
of potash, nitrate of soda, carbonic acid
and phosphates- from the seaweed of
the Haltlo. And nitrates nre furnished
In abundance by the German processes
of extracting nitrogen from the atmos-
phere and of making synthetic sul-
phate of ammonia. It Is too early yet
to say what the effect o" these nianu-fnctiir-

will l on the whole situation
In Germany I mil) alter the slum- -
lion liulli-.'.l'- y and n lame croji ma

CHRISTMAS TREE PERILS.
Safeguarding llnllda.v llecorutlons

Agulnt Candle and Flame.
fioiM II r Mtctrirtl i:ti,rir ontf llV.lfiw Lire

tl Irian.
We ask nil theie who aie nhte to

preach ngjlnat the use o.' the naked
flame for interior decorations tu con-
nection with Clulstmas trees and fes-
toons ,md In close proximity to Inflam-
mable costiin.e.

Preach against the use of the candle
,in,l r.tked finme and woik for Its sub.
stitute, the electrle llfih.. Push the sale
of the tiny p;vctnc laniji ni a price that
will pl.ue It Mltliin ic.ieh of nil, for
humane, not mercenary motives-- pub-lls- h

the daimets a vompanylns the use
of the rnndle and naktd flame, that all
mav be fj.enarncd

Curry till" snfet .Mmii.nan bi nail
out far Into four ten IMr.c, bound
those who have ili- ti.e service, that the
Ignorant mny know and the caieless be
named Substitute for the naked n mie
the ectrle light where possible, but
warn all, that the annual toll may be
reduced,

Spare the little ones, Never was there
gieatcr Incentive to do anything elee.
trlcally than that of Interior Yulctlde.
decorations. Surely never was nobler
work for the central station company
to do than now. Spare the Utile ones':
Let the little ones have their fun there
are too few real Chrlstmascs In the
childhoods of ull of us but make It
safe.

For the Widow of I'renrh Officer-.- .
ToTltr. iHTonot'Tio: Si:n .Sir; Mine.

I.avlsse. widow of Hip Picm-- General
Ibulle l.avlese. realliinr the .

centre whete the widows nf French old-ce-

tan come together, wishes to rstab-llr- h
In Paris a club for that purpose.

Most of these widows aie compelled to
earn their llvlnc ami tli.it or ihni,. -- i.n
dren. Mine. I.uvlsse lias In view a jduce
nnere tney can receive help ami advice
and find moral support, In connection
with this she plans a hospital where
thoao widows who ate 111 can bo taken
care of free of charge,

A house well suited for this puipose
has been found In Paris In an excellent
situation, surrounded by a large garden.
But as the funds needed to secure and
maintain this establishment nre two mil-
lions of francs, Mine. l,avlsse nrpeaU to
charitable Amerlcam willing to aid this
desirable charity. She would appreciate
any donations which mny be addressed
to her at 1 Hue Davloud. Paris XVI.

A Knts.Nn or Krancz.
P.vnis, December

Slgsa at fold Winter In MI..011H.
fesi Ut t'011 coiiiij, l.,i,r,

A tramp waa making the rounia In Ham.
Ilton one day last week begging tor cset
off clothing, while wearing two pairs nf
tiousers, two coats and two overioala. Utli evidently expecting a aavtr winter,

FertillzathM, Hate Worked Wonder- -

follow the recent accession of fertiliz-
ers ready for the farmer.

A sound Hrltlsb. vlovv of the case nf
German farmers hus Just reached thlcountry. It Is n parliamentary p.iis rconcerning "Tho lleccnt Development
of German Agriculture," by Mr, t II
Mlddlcton. How vital tho business Is
how It affects the very existence of thecountry Is shown In a few words ofpreface by Lord fclhorne. They ut"few, but sufficiently startling, ns evepapers llko tho llaturdav Hcvirw himtho Quarterly freely admit. Lord Se.
borno hns studied German metlied.
nnd It has lec.me clear to him tU'
"If agrlculturo had made no morn pun,
ress In Germany than It ban In n".
United Kingdom during tho period IS'',
to 191G the German Umpire would iUl
been at the end of Its resources ion
before the second yenr of the w,ir."

Agrlculturo has become 11 wcatsjn , i
tho war. It might be culled tb . .u,,,,
ot tho German farmer, whose drill
apparently tho best In tho wor'J.
can boast the finest cultivation nt rcr
tain crops and the best spcdmcr.i if
certain forms of live stock, nmi In the
amount of food produced from the o.t
which Is the vltul matter, ho occupit.
a place second to none at the prctoni
time. It is therefor' of the first tin
portance to Investigate his enltuie r.'
the land, which Is having solid r
suits in maintaining the nation's nl.llli
for skilful warfare.

Mr. Mlddlcton pioves oy figures i,
recent advantages gained ,V Germ in
As regards the output In wheal hj,. ,
oats and potatoes, the bis two yea?
show In Germany a large lucus.
This Is striking, for the German farmer
Is generally supposed to have an

soil. Other figures given by il
Mlddlcton arc equally I

milk production the (lorui.in .vleld c.
ceeds the Hrltlsb by ,,o per rent. Tit'
German farmer, I devotes much
more space than the KiieIIsIi farmer '
staple crops like potatoes, Siutr H
scarce, but In the beet, which milter
sugar, tho German lias a iesuuri,
which Is scarcely realized, galn, tl
German annually ploughs more than
twice as much of hi- - land a. the lint-Is-

and there Is reason tu leg.ird thi-ra- te

11s oven exceeded in I'M it.

It may lie clearer after Hum, figure-ho-

Germany's favorable position h.n
been nchlevcd. It I Hie result of
organization, the cultivation or 'h
higher education In ngrlcubure and
settled military pulley. The Comi .
ment decrees, which vve hive to gi'h
now from French and ltus-i.i- n papir
show that It has definitely aimed
'lie largest possible Increase in find
production from German mil Tli
German tariff has helped. I.en i.i
hns secured, not pcrhap' a cheap .

an assured source of fund. Grrmn
often speak of their duty m tbl- - r
spect. They regard the cultivation r

land as a duty to the K.i'lierl.ind, 1'

the German Idea of thoroughtu -- s

fostered by numcriiti" ugii. ului
papers.

Hut. adds Mr Mlddlcton. l'w ! 1,

all. The farnier In Germany has v

client helps, but til 4tft11.1t inn-fas,-
,

production is not due to 'lies. jt
ihlclly due to the Incrensr.i
artificial fertilizers. This i r
fertilization hns lieen emphasizeii

t all German men of science ard .is M

Gloos remarks, Germany - in .1 fnv
able itnMtlon to use It. sine, tin
try contains not only la rue ib j."
potash suits, but also lie 'it s I

dally lilted to profit by them
of seaweed thrown tip : y the ,,

yields the nitrogenous 11miei1.1l ni"
j bullubln to the The . rop
this seaweed Is now recognutd n

immense service to 'Its man our
lure. Thus, in proportion -1 si
nre more v.vhl, pitss.n;.- - and in,.
tin- - iiernirm on.-- i :itr,itc . e e
Hie mote.

GYROSCOPES ALOFT

Milft of the Wheel's Position Uil.t
the (iliitbal of the Alr-i- l.

To Tilt: KlitT"!: or Tin Si ,s

not clear tn me Hut "one w'
the g)ro and the g.mlial ' ii.ic a ..

away the points laleed a o the :
scoptc actions iiboaul ,nisl p- -

He assumes that I was out' .1

Ills statement 1h.1t if e s
"were mounted in rjoud- - ; '

aeroplane loutd In .p lb lo .,

any other movement nnd 1 ip if
wheel would never nvno ,o,t of is ,

Inal plane" Is collect n to lr :
loop, because Cat Involve- i,.r
lent of not ilcv ..iiiim from .1 .
line, but if "any other move ifshotlly turning silcvva.:. t.,
or left, the v lire) vvoibl '

oiianse Its veil..,il pos.i on '

zoutiil position so fit .is ' 1
would .permit the : ,i,ks

A point I would make , '
point of ni) suggestions, is 11 ' he
-- hip affords lo a rotator, vvhe' er
r. disc, n balance wheel ..r ,1 p
nn Ideal glmbal. .1 nispen
dent of stable supports, p.. .
rotator freedom to follow' 11

tendencies.
I Your coi respondent seeiv
that there Is leasou in
the enslne balaii. -. 1.

be In part the propf II11 f :

'the gyroscopic foue n..u
propeller Is notlnnj; to be e'e.e

I have not supposed Hut '

have lieen due to the i.iuse k

but there h.nc rcen man
from unknown causes, and I

lleved they mieht be due v 3

scoplc effects. I am ii"i ,1 f :
thing be) ond what l Ki.nw --

gytocoplc action
I I have a model that " - "

aso tn demonstrate the
. Fcilhcd, thnt shiutl.v tun. j

of a rotator gives Hie mi it
utlon to change fioni .1 "
horizontal plane. 'Hie il" i

In diameter ami has a lift "i "
a speed of less than one th. i.-

lutlons a minute, that over
, force it man cm eeit Uv pn r '

the hand nnd arm. I have . "

teen Inch disc, at a ipevt
hundred evolutions, 'i its de'.'
Hon to change its plan.'
overcome the power of n an
It nnd lift the man ft em

ll.ivtcr v

PcbkSi.ii.i., Dcceinbei .'n

Thought for lint! l.ovei- -

To Tim KtiiTon or Tin: s
(

wonder If thoee win lavi-- h

their lime, attention, nil 11

money, upon doas, cats .

tures, have ever poniltied i --

lllflcanre of ttio old rv ro J

lo Ilia dogs '"
8BATTI.B, Wash., Decetnbei


